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Westerly Track & Athletic Club, Inc.

P. O. Box 211
Westerly, Rhode Island 02891

The presentations are broken into small parts to make downloading faster. There
is an enormous amount of material from 198985 because former president June
Boyles wrote frequent articles for the Westerly Sun and kept them all in a scrapbool
GKAOK aKS STl 6AGK dza 0ST2NB Y20Ay3

Materials in these presentations are directly related to WTC activities. Races incluc
either WTC productions, or events where the Club assisted or had WTC members
competing as a team or representing the Club. Without these restrictions, this proje
could have gone on forever.

| would like to thank the followingeople:

SheiliaTerranovaBeattie our excellent Webmaster for her technical expertise and advice

Bob Bensorfor lending me his personal scrapbooks and box of clippings

NickBottone, Jr.for bringing me ancient Track Club files, including the earliest documents from 197
JuneBoylesfor compiling the 19886 Track Club scrapbook

Wendy Carifor lending me the scrapbooks her mother kept

RayCastagndor an interesting phone conversation from Florida concerning the origins of the Club
Carol AnnGrayF 2 NJ f SYRAyYy 3 YS WwdzyS . 2&tS8aQ SEOStf Syl
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LarryHirschfor leading me to several sources and for his encouragement

JamedHirstF 2 NJ f SYRAY 3 YS |y FYFITAy3a 02ttt SOGA2y 27
Clem McGratHor his interesting recollection of the origins of the beach race

Steve Sullivarior a collection of clippings

Please send comments, corrections, additions, suggestions to:
info@westerlytrackclub.org



mailto:info@westerlytrackclub.org

Y Brief History

TheWesterly Track & Athletic Club (formerly the Westerly Tr&tlkb)was founded irl975.

Prior to that, several area runners, including Sam Hathaway, Scott Hurley and a few others
had been producing a series of fun runs throughout South County, includWigekapaug

Some Westerly residentsamong them RagastagnaGeneviev&urdzie] Carol and Jim

Angelo had children who participated in these events. They decided to start a local running
club, and thus the Westerly Track Club was born.

By the summer of its"® year, the fun run series with weekly runsWeekapaugvas started.

The Club began producing local races in October 1977 with a half marathon. This was held
through 1981. In 1982 it was replaced by the Fall Foliage 10 mile race, which lasted until 1985
when it was dropped due to low attendance. ThéR@ddyRunaround started in 1992 and has
become our most successful annual event. The first Spring race w&3aimeliggewhich

began in 1981 in Avondale and is still going strongisguamicut The lowtide beach race

was first held in 1987. It later became part of the Tom McCoy Summer Fun Run series.

The Club used to be mainly about competition, but in recent years the emphasis has been more
on service to the community. Our annual races are primarily fund raisers to support the
scholarships we award each spring to a college bound male and female. We started this in
1996. In 2007 the Club attained status as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation which requires us
to disburse most of our revenues. Over the past several years, in addition to the scholarships,
the Club has provided major financial assistance to the Westerly High and Middle School cross
country and track & field teams, contributed to a playground repair project, and groomed a
cross country course in Bradford, among other endeavors.

Over the years, the Westerly Track & Athletic Club has experienced ups and downs, but | firml
believe we are as strong now as we have ever been. | hope everyone has as much fun looking
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continue this project from 1990 to the present. | have plenty of material | can lend out and
have leads to much more.

Past Presidents

Dave Anderson
JuneBoyles
RayCastagna
LarryHirsch
JamedHirst

Gene Hines
GenevieveKurdziel
Joe Light
BillPedace
RobertRecor
SteveSchonnindcurrent as of 2008)



January 1, 1981

-~ (Sun Photo by Gordon A

~ Meanwhile, four of the 15 members of area track clubs_
- Wwho braved air and water temperatures in the 30s
day for a traditional dip into the ocean waters at
ng Point (below). The dip was the end of a five-

N F

mile run with former Boston Marathon winner John
Kelley who after the dip hosted a get-together featuring

a hot stew and warm fireplace at his Groton home. Par-

ticipating in the event were members of the Westerly
track Club including Gerrianne Chapman, June Boyle,
Bruce Richmond and Charlie Ross. On New Year’s Eve, .
Westerly Track Club members dined at the Villa Trom-
bino and then rang in the New Year with a two-milerun.
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BY JUNE BOYLES

The Westerly Track Club
began the 1981 road racing
season by attending several
area events.

In New Bedford, gusting
winds hampered runners
along the otherwise scenic
13.1 mile waterfront course
through this historic town. 4
group of 11 track club
members were led by Larry
Williams and Joe E. Smith
with times of 1 hr. and 28
minutes followed by Leroy
Falconi 1 hr. and 32 min,,
Charles Ross 1 hr. 38 min., Al
Darling and Rod Sweet 1 hr.
40 min., Gerianne Chapman,
who completed her first
marathon several weeks ago
in Middletown Conn. with a
fine time of 3 hrs. and 47 min.,
came innextin1 hr. 44 min.

June Boyles 1 hr. 48 min.,
Warren Cooper 1 hr. 52 min.,
Julie Willson 2 hrs.1 min.,
and Sue Pillsbury, in her first

road race, 2 hrs. 40 mins.
A

rounded out the area win<

ners.

In West Warwick, Larry
Hirsch finished the American
Legion’s St. Patricks Day 4.6.
mile road race in 26 min. 23
seconds which placed him in
17th overall and 2nd Master.

Forrester and Brad Safford
came in 27 min. and 25 sec.
and 27 min. and 38 sec.

respectively which placed
them 24th and 30th. Clyde
Beverly 46th in 29 min. 1 sec.
and Ron Hall 64th Master, in
29 min. 57 sec. were also in
the top finishers of the 216
finishers.

Agnes Hall won the
women’s masters division
vith a time of 36 min. and 22
sec.

Hirsch also competed in the
tough Maui Marathon in
Hawaii last Sunday and
finished 17th overall and 4th
in the Masters Division with
his time of 2 hrs. and 57 min.

The Westerly Track Club
will be sponsoring a local
race on April 18th. The
Westerly ‘“Clamdigger’” 5-
mile road race will begin at
the Avondale Grange at 11
a.m. that Saturday. Entry
blanks can be picked up at
Arres Sporting Goods, Bur-
dicks Sporting Goods, The
New Direction, and the YM-
CA.
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June Boyles, who wrotmany ofthe Westerly
Sunarticlesused inthis section,was a
presidentof the Clubind K S mMShy ke a
scrapbook of Club activities from 198arly
1986, which has been safeguarded by sever
members over the years. Shavedin the late
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